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So What is Suzuki
if its not a Motorcycle and its not an SUV?

The following is adapted and extracted from Every Child Can, produced by the Suzuki Association of the Americas.
In the early 1930’s, Sinichi Suzuki, a world-renowned violinist began studying children.  His intention was to understand how children learn and thus how he could teach young children to play the violin.  His insights became the known as the “Mother Tongue Method”.  
While watching young children, he was amazed at how each learned to speak naturally and fluently in their native tongue (hence “Mother Tongue”).  This complex process was accomplished by listening to the environment.  He reasoned that if musical talent is learned, not inborn, it, too, could be learned from the environment.  Gleaning these principals from observing language learning and applying them to his teaching methods, Dr. Suzuki called this process “Talent Education”.
First and foremost, in Suzuki Talent Education, there are no failures.  No child simply refuses to speak their native language.  Likewise, with the right environment and stimulation, any child can learn to play a musical instrument.

The following eight points are key to this process:

1. Environment and Listening Start at Age Zero – No one waits to speak to a baby until the baby is sufficiently matured to handle this complex process.  Without expectation of an immediate coherent reply, we speak to babies naturally and unapologetically from the day of their birth.

So too, very young children are extremely sensitive and open to all sounds in the environment.  Given a rich musical environment and the advantages of the Suzuki method, every child can develop musical skill.

2. Learning in a Positive Environment – When a baby first produces a sound even approximating a recognizable word, she is greeted with loving hugs and encouragement.  We don’t say “No!  You aren’t saying that right!  Try again!”.  We love what we hear.
And so, when a child is learning to play a musical instrument, profound respect for the child’s limitless potential is the opening for a positive environment.  Nurturing with love does not mean that there are no expectations – we do expect the child to learn self-discipline, to take on challenges, or engage in hard work.  It also includes honest praise springing from well-deserved respect.   
3. Repetition and Accumulation – A child repeats the same words and sounds over and over again until they are mastered and woven into the fabric of their language.  No word is discarded, but sounds are added to the vast accumulation of vocabulary.

So too, the repetition of each small, but essential skill in mastering a musical instrument cannot be overstated.  Expecting a finished performance of music after a few weeks or months is just as unrealistic as it would be for mastering language in that time.  A baby accumulates words and reuses them over and over.  In the same way the notes, techniques, and repertoire learned at every step are repeated and retained.

4. Learning with Parents and Care Givers – Because of their presence day by day, parents and other care givers are most directly influential with all of a baby’s learning successes.  It follows that a parent, actively involved in their child’s music education, will directly affect their child’s musical success.

5. Learning from Other Children – As any parent with more than one child will testify, learning from a sibling is a strong motivating factor (and imitation model!) in a child’s development!
So too, playing music with their peers provides opportunities to learn musical skills in addition to learning how to offer mutual support and to be sensitive and courteous to others.  In groups, children learn about appropriate audience behavior.  They also find that others are confronting all the same challenges and enjoyment that they are.  
6. Small Steps and Learning by Speaking a Shared Language – No one expects well-crafted grammatical sentences in the early stages of language learning.  Each small task is mastered gradually, naturally, and at whatever pace is comfortable and appropriate.  Babies are not given any special lip or tongue exercises to help them master language “technique”.  They learn to speak by trying to speak.
So too does a child learn to master an instrument by learning each individual skill.  The repertoire chosen for this learning has been carefully selected to build the child’s skill set and self esteem.

7. Learning to Read – Babies do not learn to read words as they learn to speak them.  Most children have mastered complex language skills before they show any inclination to learn to read.  

So too children can play a musical instrument initially at a higher level than they are able to read.  Eventually, however, the child’s reading ability moves up to match their playing ability.

8. Every Child Can – Baring major physical or conceptual difficulties, every child can learn to speak and does master this incredible process (and many do in spite of difficulties!).  So too, every child has the potential to learn a musical instrument.
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